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A retail business is growing in Kings Beach, de-
spite continued challenges in the economy and 
lack of pedestrian infrastructure.  Tahoe Mountain 
Sports recently expanded to occupy the entire 
Layton Building, at 8331 North Lake Tahoe Boule-
vard, in the heart of the Kings Beach community. 
 
Local resident Dave Polivy started Tahoe Moun-
tain Sports in 2003 with two partners.  ñWe put up 
$1,000 each.  We were strictly an on-line business 
at TahoeMountainSports.com,ò Polivy said.  ñTo 
grow the business, we worked hard to find niche 
brands and niche products that werenôt well repre-
sented on the internet,ò Polivy explained.  ñBrands 
like Deuter backpacks, a German company in exis-
tence for more than 100 years that didnôt enter the 
U.S. market until 2001.  He cited Kavu, a line of 
outdoor clothing and accessories made in Seattle, 
as another example.ò  ñThese product lines were 
poised for growth.  We marketed and our business 
grew with them.ò    
 

Tahoe Mountain Sports eventually encountered 
limitations as an on-line retailer.   

More than 240 local business and community 
members recently gathered to honor employees, 
volunteers, organizations, businesses, and indi-
viduals who made significant contributions to 
our community during 2009 at the 56th annual 
North Lake Tahoe Chamber of Commerce Com-
munity Awards Dinner.  
 
ñThis annual Community Awards dinner is a 
wonderful Chamber tradition, dating back to the 
mid 1950s,ò  said Executive Director Steve Te-
shara as he opened the program.  ñAll of you 
here tonight are part of this community history 
and tradition.ò 
 
Thirty -six members of our local workforce, as 
selected by their employers, received Chamber 
recognition as an Employee of the Year.  Eleven 
individuals were honored as a Volunteer of the 
Year, as chosen by the organization they serve.  

Nine businesses, organizations and individuals 
received Chamber awards in various categories 
of accomplishment.      
 
Positive Environmental Impact -    
Madonna Dunbar  

An employee of the 
Incline Village Gen-
eral  Improvement 
District  WASTE 
NOT recycling pro-
gram, Madonna was 
honored as the prin-
cipal  visionary  for 
the  new  Keep  the 
Sierra Green Awards 
Program  and  her 
work as Executive 
 

 

See ñ Community Leadersò  page 

See ñ Expanding Business,ò page 4 

Expanding Business in a Down Economy 

ñPeople kept calling,ò Polivy said.  ñThey 
wanted to see, touch and feel our products in a 
store environment.ò  When Polivy and his wife 
Pam bought out Daveôs two original partners in 
2006 and looked to further grow the business, 
they decided to rent 1,000 square feet of avail-
able space in the Layton Building from Judy 
Layton, who operated the Potterôs Wheel next 
door.  ñOur product line had grown and we 
were pretty crammed in,ò Polivy said, but 
opening the store gave us a legitimacy many of 
our customers were looking for.ò  


