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The Lake Tahoe Autumn Food and Wine Festival 
will mark its 25th anniversary with the 2010 
event, Friday, September 10 through Sunday,   
September 12. 
 
ñIt all started in 1986 as a food and wine event 
that  was part  of  the  first  North  Lake Tahoe        
Autumn Jubilee fall festival,ò recalled long-time 
local resident Ruth Schnabel.  Schnabel is most 
frequently recognized as executive director of the 
10 day annual Snowfest winter festival.  In the mid 
1980s, she was director of Festivals at Tahoe, a 
community -based non profit that produced both 
Snowfest and Autumn Jubilee. 

 
ñAutumn Jubilee was based on the same concept 
and ten-day formula we were using for Snowfest, 
which began in 1982,ò said Schnabel.  ñEach     
festival was designed to attract visitors as well as 
to provide fun things to do for local residents   
during a óshoulder seasonô.ò  In addition to the 
food and wine event, the first Autumn Jubilee 
included a Firefighterôs Parade, Firemanôs Muster, 
Oktoberfest, a Country BBQ and Dance, and a 
comedy show featuring Bill Maher, before he was 
a household name. 

 
Q:  Tell us a bit about 
yourself and how you 
got started?  When 
did you come to North 
Lake Tahoe and what 
makes you so passion-
ate about PR and 
NLT?  

A:  Like many, I came to 
Lake Tahoe for just one 

winter of skiing ï and completely fell in love 
with the destination and never left. Having a 
prior background in public relations served me 
well as I soon landed a job at Homewood     
Mountain Ski Resort and later the North Lake 
Tahoe Resort Association, heading up the in-
house public relations efforts at both                
organizations. I opened my own agency, Pettit 

Gilwee Public Relations, 10 years ago, and it  
remains the best business decision I ever made. 

Q:  What is the general concept of Lake 
Tahoe Restaurant Week?  

A:  First off, there are no passes or coupons ï 
period! To take advantage of the great food and 
exceptional values, you just need to get out and 
dine anytime between Sunday, September 5 and 
Sunday, September 12. Participating restaurants 
have created special Lake Tahoe Restaurant 
Week menus, which will be offered during the 
week ï 3 courses at a price point of $20, $30 or 
$40 per person.  To see the menus and whatôs 
being served at each participating restaurant, 
click to www.TahoeRestaurantWeek.com. 
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Food and Wine Festival Marks 25 Years 
Many of the events, including Autumn Food 
and Wine, were held inside a large tent erected 
in the parking lot of Tahoe Cityôs Lighthouse 
Center, between McDonaldôs restaurant and 
the Tahoe State Recreation Area.  
 
Autumn Food and Wine continued as a      
stand-alone event after two years of the       
Autumn Jubilee festival.  ñThe event was 
started and continued as the major annual 
fundraiser for the North Lake Tahoe Chamber 
of Commerce,ò said Bev Bedard, who served 
the chamberôs executive director from 1986 
through 1992.  Bev Bedard recalled that ñAfter 
the first year, the event was held in the old 
Clocktower Building at Northstar.ò  When the 
chamber was moved under the umbrella of the 
North Lake Tahoe Resort Association in 1995, 
the popular event moved to the Resort at 
Squaw Creek.  The one-day Autumn Food and 
Wine celebration eventually transitioned to a       
multi -day festival with an increased emphasis 
on attracting visitors.  In 2007, the festival 
became primarily an outdoor event, moving to 
a new venue in the Village at Northstar.   
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SKI BUTLERS  
Ski Butlers are in Aspen, Beavercreek, 
Breckenridge, Copper, Keystone, Snowmass, 
Steamboat, Telluride, and Vail.   Here is how 
Ski Butlers works:  Book online or call  877-
754-7754.  They deliver your equipment to 
you, they bring extra boots for the perfect fit!  

Theyôll support you ï if somethingôs not right 
theyôll meet you to fix it.  Theyôll pick-up your ski/snowboard 
rental on the day of your departure.  For more information on 
North Lake Tahoeôs Ski Butlers ï contact: Danny Lessner 
at  530.546.5100 dan@skibutlers.com  or www.SkiButlers.com 

 

TOOTSIEôS 
Bring your family to downtown Tahoe City 
for hot dogs, ice cream, full sundae menu, 
self-serve frozen yogurt with all the        
toppings! Sounds AWESOME! Go and visit 
Syd Earley at TOOTSIEôS located in the 

Lighthouse Center at 950 North Lake Blvd, Tahoe Cityé or call 
530.581.4300 
 

ASIAN NOODLES TOO!  
Asian Noodles Too located in Inclineôs    
Christmas Tree Village features cuisine like 
Pho and other popular noodle dishes. Ervin 
Frank also owns the first Asian Noodles store 
located near Costco in Reno.  The menu    

features more than 100 menu items including 15 kinds of Pho (a 
Vietnamese soup dish of thinly sliced meat and noodles), barbe-
cue pork over noodles, generalôs chicken, chow mein, egg rolls 
and spring rolls.  Asian Noodles Too, 868 Tahoe Boulevard, In-
cline Village, NV 89451-9404, (775) 831-8317 

 

SAND HARBOR WATER SPORTS  
Contact Information: George Mathews, PO Box 40793, Reno NV 
89504, email them at gmathews@aol.com 
 

LAKE TAHOE    DELUXE 
VACATION RENTALS  
We offer unique ski packages,     
concierge service and personal 
property care.  Lake Tahoe Deluxe 
Vacation Rentals is here for your 

needs, with solutions you deserve.  If you're looking for a resort 
vacation rental, cozy cabin or luxurious vacation rental home, 
look no further. Our accommodations are as diverse as the area's 
great outdoors. From ski-in, ski-out packages to lake view or golf 
course estates, you will find a variety of options for your next 
vacation, romantic get-a-way or family retreat.  All of our        
vacation rentals come fully furnished with all the amenities you 
would expect in a destination setting.  Contact Nicole Misfeldt at 
530.583.1221 or email them at Nicole@LakeTahoeDeluxe.com or 
www.LakeTahoeDeluxe.com 

 

WISE ANTI -AGING TECHNOLOGIES   

 

TAHOE DANCE SCHOOL/LAKE 
FOREST CREATIVE CENTER  
Tahoe Dance School offers classes in Classical 
Ballet, Modern, Jazz, Hip Hop and Tap for all 
ages. Students showcase their achievements 
twice yearly in performances December and 
June. Ballet students learn the Royal        

Academy of Dance Syllabus and take yearly exams. Dee Dee 
Terzian, director of the school, is a Registered teacher with RAD. 
The school also offers the opportunity to join their competition 
team. Beach and Ballet summer camps are extremely popular.  
The Lake Forest Creative Center has been home to Tahoe Dance 
School for 15 years and is located at 2810 Lake Forest Road.  The 
Creative Center offers affordable leases for teachers and         
businesses. We are proud to announce our latest addition Tahoe 
Musical Institute.     Please call (530)583-3367 or visit the website  
www.tahoedanceschool.com and www.rentLFCC.com for more 
information.  
 

ACTION  

WATER SPORTS 
INCLINE  
Experience the true beauty 
of Lake Tahoe from the 

water. Action Water Sports of Incline Village offers a variety of 
water sports and activities to accommodate all of your vacation 
needs. Whether you choose to captain your own power boat,   
relax with the tranquility of kayaking, or sail aboard our 55'    
catamaran, we will provide the equipment and experience to cre-
ate lasting memories.  Situated on the Northern Shore of Lake 
Tahoe at the Hyatt Regency, we are the closest rental company to 
Reno (approx. 22 miles). Our ideal location makes it convenient 
for both vacationers and locals. Located at the Hyatt Regency 
Lake TahoeIncline Village, NV  775-831-4FUN (4386), E -Mail:  

rentals@awsincline.com,  http://awsincline.com/index.html  
 

Crystal Clear Wake, LLC , JonPaul Silva, PO Box 5938, 
Incline Village NV 89450, 775-240-2536, ptbsilva@sbcglobal.net 

 

MAIN STREET COMMER-
CIAL REAL ESTATE  
Main Street Commercial Real Estate 
offers property owners, business and 
i n v e s t o r s  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d              

comprehensive real estate solutions. We aggressively represent 
our clientsô objectives and pursue their best interests throughout 
the transaction process. Services offered include: leasing & sales, 
property search, lease negotiation, lease re-negotiation for better 
economic terms, relocation of your facility,  and investment     
advisory services supported by extensive experience.  Consulting 
services include property tax reduction, assisting with the       
disposal of unproductive space and lowering property and      
occupancy costs of commercial properties for property owners 
and commercial tenants. Contact: James  T. Macdonell,   
Principal/Broker, JTM@MainStreet -Commercial.com, 
530.553.4055 direct 415.362.9250  from San Francisco Bay Area  
415.723.7100 e-fax, Mailing Address:  PO Box 2722 Truckee, CA 
96160 

mailto:dan@skibutlers.com
http://www.skibutlers.com/
http://www.tahoedanceschool.com/
http://www.rentlfcc.com/
mailto:rentals@awsincline.com
http://awsincline.com/index.html
mailto:ptbsilva@sbcglobal.net
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Peter Kraatz, Deputy Director  
Kansas McGahan, Senior Civil Engineer  
Brian Stewart, Senior Civil Engineer  
Amy Green, Assistant Engineer  
Greg Keaveney, Assistant Engineer  

Nova Lance -Seghi, Assistant Engineer  
Dan LaPlante, Associate Civil Engineer  
Jon Mitchell, Assistant Engineer  
Brad Haglund, Engineer Technician II  
Tim Boyer, Engineering Technician II  
Starr Popplewell, Administrative Secretary  
Maria Frost, Administration Technician  

Ken Grehm is the Director of Public Works   

U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation, and the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency.   
 

Another high profile project is construction of the Tahoe City 
Transit Center, on Highway 89 just south of town.  One element of 
a comprehensive, long-term plan to improve operations of the 
Tahoe Area Regional Transit (TART) system, this project includes 
a multi modal transit center and ñpark and rideò facility to support 
it.  ñBy the October 15th grading deadline this fall, the contractor 
is scheduled to complete all of the site work, with construction of 
the building and hardscape to continue over the winter months,ò 
Kraatz reported.  ñOur target opening for the facility is July of next 
year.ò   
 
Kraatz noted that his team is also working to improve TART    
operations by leading the planning and construction of new and 
remodeled bus shelters, using a design template developed by the 
team first used in Squaw Valley.  ñWe had a lot of input and    
positive feedback on the shelter design we developed and used in 
Squaw,ò Kraatz said.  ñIt makes sense to have a consistent design 
throughout the TART system.ò     
 
 

Other DPW Projects  
Two other water quality improvement projects are currently in 
construction - one in the West Sunnyside neighborhood, to be 
built in phases over at least two years, and the Fox Street Clean 
Water Pipe project in Kings Beach.  Kraatz confirmed the Fox 
Street project is the most current in a multi -year series of water 
quality improvements in the Kings Beach ñgrid.ò 
 

Projects Currently in Development and/or Design  
Å  Kings Beach Commercial Core Improvement Project 
Å Kings Beach Water Quality Improvement Project (additional    
phases) 
Å  Homewood Erosion Control Project 
Å  Tahoe Pines Erosion Control Project 
Å  Tahoe City Residential Erosion Control Project  
 

Awaiting Funding for Construction  
Å  Brockway Water Quality Improvement Project       
 

In the Funding and Initial Development Stage  
Å  Snow Creek Restoration Project (located just east of National 
Avenue in Tahoe Vista) 
 

_______________________________________________ 

 

Placer Public Works Active  
With 10 North Tahoe Projects 
 

As we move into the second half of 2010, the eleven-member team 
of the Placer County Department of Public Works Tahoe Division 
is actively engaged in ten local projects, with four in construction 
and six more in various stages of design and development. 
 

ñOur biggest success is the diversity of funding we have been able 
to secure,ò said team leader, Deputy Public Works Director Peter 
Kraatz.  ñWe are fortunate to have many partners for our Tahoe 
enhancement projects.  òThe initial job of our team is to            
participate in project development and secure funding.  During 
construction, our job turns to project management.ò    
 

One of the high profile projects currently in construction is the 
Lake Forest Water Quality Improvement Project (Phase II), just 
east of Tahoe City.  People can see a lot of equipment and activity 
in Lake Forest meadow.  ñThis project is a major undertaking,ò 
Kraatz confirmed during a recent interview with the Advocate.  
ñWhen the ex-condominium project was built in there years ago, a 
long  stretch  of  Lake  Forest  Creek  was  put  into  pipes                   
underground,ò he said.  ñWeôre now bringing the creek back to the 
surface where it used to be, based on photographs we have from 
the 1930s.  Once the new creek bed is complete, we will begin the 
process of removing water from the pipes and metering it back to 
the  surface.   The  restored  stretch  of  creek  will  then  be                  
reconnected with the existing creek down by the U.S. Coast Guard      
Station on its way to Lake Tahoe.ò   
 
In prior work preparing for phase II, Kraatz said a lot of fill was 
removed  from  the  meadow  and  a  new  creek  crossing  was          
constructed under Lake Forest Road.    He added that work in the 
meadow and related watershed will continue into the future.  
ñLake Forest is one of the largest meadow systems on the North 
Shore.  ñWeôre restoring it to function more naturally, including as 
an improved habitat for wildlife and fish.ò  Project funding       
partners to date include the California Tahoe   Conservancy,  
 

 

 

The Storeé copies and more, Hampton Inn & Suites, 
Shore House at Lake Tahoe, Placer County Assessors 
Office, Charter Communications, Carpenters Local 
Union 2035, Hankinson Photography, Olympic Bike 
Shop, Crest Café & Catering, North Tahoe Water 
Sports, Captain Chrisô Fishing Charters, Viking Carpet 
Care, Suddenlink Communications, Chaney House, 
Vicky Biggs Cyber Café, Tahoe Roofing Co., Clearwater 
Day Spa, Tahoe Aquatic Center, American Red Cross 
(Sierra Chapter), Kristen Morgan DDS, Truckee Tahoe 
Community Foundation, Sierra Nevada College, Agan 
Consulting Corp., Reserve My Home, Tahoe City Inn 
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Friday, September 10  
Noon-2:30pm 
7th Annual Village Grape Stomp and Vineyard Luncheon 
Village Rink, Northstar -at -TahoeÊ 
 

 

5pm-7pm 
Autumn Food & Wine 25th Anniversary Welcome Party  
Presented by Corzo Tequila, The Meadows at The Ritz -
Carlton Highlands, Lake Tahoe  

Saturday, September 11  

10:30 and 2:45 at The Village at Northstar  
Sushiology - Hands on Sushi Rolling   
with Mikuni Japanese Restaurant and Sushi Bar   
 

 

Noon - 1:15pm The Village at Northstar, Chocolate Bar 
The Chocolate Bar - Sweet and Spicy Chocolate Pairings with 
Chef Ben Deinken   

 

Noon - 4pm The Village at Northstar, Gourmet Marketplace 
Marketplace Wine and Beer Tasting   
 

 

2:45-3:45pm at The Village at Northstar, Baxter's Bistro 
Baxter's Bistro Food and Wine Pairing  
The Chef and the Winemaker's Perspective  
Chef de Cuisine Michael Plapp   
 

4-5:30pm at The Village Stage 
Blazing Pans Mountain Chef Cook -Off© Chef David Lutz, 
Evergreen, Chef Chad Shrewsbury, Six Peaks Grille and 
Marko and Jenni Karakasevic, Charbay Artisan Winery & 
Distillery, St. Helena  
 
5:45-6:30pm at The Village at Northstar 
Charbay Artisan Winery & Distillery Annual Release Party - 
Doubled and Twisted Whiskey Master Distiller Marko 
Karakasevic and Jenni Karakasevic   
 
Sunday, September 12  

1-4pm at the Village Center and Overlook Pavilion 
Culinary Competition and Grand Tasting   
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